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I I . B A C K G R O U N D
S i t e N o . : 4 TResponse A u t h o r i t y : CERCLAA c t i o n Memorandum: October 12, 1998S t a r t Date : October 26, 1998C o m p l e t i o n Date: October 22, 1999

I I I . S I T E I N F O R M A T I O N
A. I n c i d e n t Category

T i m e - C r i t i c a l , F u n d - L e a d , Removal Act ion
B. S i t e Des c r ip t i on

1. S i t e Locat ion
The S i t e is located in the town of LaBarge, at ornear 723 C a l p e t Road, L i n c o l n County, Wyoming. The townhas approx imat e ly 400 re s ident s . The land use a d j a c e n tto the s i t e is pr imari ly r e s i d e n t i a l .

2. S i t e Charac t e r i s t i c s
The S i t e i s an abandoned pe t ro l eum r e f in ery . There f inery stored and processed a variety of petroleump r o d u c t s , and f a c i l i t y operations included b l end inggasoline with t e trae thyl lead. An abandoned retail gass ta t ion is l o ca t ed at the S i t e . Some of the abovegroundtanks contain unknown quantities of tank bottoms. Atleast 2 drums with unknown contents were buried at theS i t e .
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The S i t e p r o p e r t y owner l i s t e d in County records isdeceased and no person is maintaining the f a c i l i t y . TheS i t e is not f e n c e d . There are several r e s ident ia lp r o p e r t i e s d i r e c t l y across the street f r o m the S i t e anda re s ident ia l t ra i l e r court on p r o p e r t y a d j a c e n t to theS i t e .
3. D e s c r i p t i o n of Threat

There were a p p r o x i m a t e l y 75 to 100 b o t t l e s ofchemicals located in a chemical laboratory on-site.Labe l s on the b o t t l e s ind i ca t ed a variety of chemicalsincluding but not l imited to s u l f u r i c acid, sodiumhydroxide , hydrogen p erox id e , t o lu ene , acetone, po ta s s iumchromate, hexane, and hydrochlor i c acid. T h i s abandonedchemical laboratory posed a f i r e and e x p l o s i o n threat tonearby res idential p r o p e r t i e s , as well as a directcontact threat to any vandals who might enter the quonsethut.

I V . R E S P O N S E I N F O R M A T I O N
A . S i t u a t i o n

1. Act i on d e s c r i p t i o n
On October 26, 1998, EPA mobilized its Emergency andRapid Response Servi c e s Contrac tor (ERRS) to the S i t e inorder to i n i t i a t e the removal of the laboratory chemicalsf r o m a quonset hut on-site. ERRS categorized themaccording to hazard; then the chemicals were overpackedin drums per d i s p o s a l f a c i l i t y s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , and theywere transpor t ed to a d i s p o s a l f a c i l i t y .
EPA then in i t i a t ed an inve s t iga t i on at the S i t e todetermine whether there was any soil or groundwatercontamination or any other condi t ion which posed a threatto human h ea l th or the environment. One groundwatersample showed elevated l eve l s of l ead , mercury, cadmiumand chromium, but more extensive s a m p l i n g was required inorder to c ompl e t e the removal evaluation.

2. P r o j e c t S c h e d u l e
Removal act ivi t ie s were started on 1 0 / 2 6 / 9 8 , andthe init ial removal of the chemicals was comple t ed inDecember 1998. EPA i n s t a l l e d groundwater monitoringw e l l s to c ompl e t e the Removal evaluation. No CERCLAhazardous substances were i d e n t i f i e d in groundwater.Several BTEX compounds were present in groundwater, but



not at l evel s s u f f i c i e n t to t r igger OPA. The OSC isconcurrently conducting an SFCC inspec t ion at the parcelof the proper ty that has an owner. The owner is rentingout 2 m i l l i o n g a l l o n tanks to an oil company. The ownerof this parcel is al so the mortgage holder on thea d j a c e n t proper ty which has the abandoned re f inery. T h i sis a d i f f i c u l t s i tuat ion for the S t a t e because there isno PRP to bring enforcement action against. W i t h noowner, the tanks wi l l eventually rust out and the s ludge sin the bottoms of the tanks wi l l be released to theenvironment. There are also low level s of BTEXcontamination in the groundwater. The OSC and S t a t erepresentatives have had discussions with the mortgageholder to encourage a cleanup - but to avail. It isl i k e l y that the S t a t e wi l l again ask EPA for assis tancein the f u t u r e as the r e f i n e r y continues to deteriorate.
The CERCLA inve s t iga t ion and Removal Act i on are nowconcluded. The OSC is s t i l l involved with the S i t ethrough O P A - S P C C .

V . C O S T I N F O R M A T I O N
The init ial budget which was e s tab l i shed for this RemovalA c t i o n was $27,000. T o t a l cost d e t a i l s are not avai lable at thistime, but they appear to be les s than budgeted.


